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—) Doctoral Dissertation Presentation Program

)| BERREL ]

2019458198(8)
May 19, 2019

20185F48~2019F38 £ CIL2EM
ERRL3BICLSFIRNESR
SxFELELR.

Doctoral dissertation presentation
program was held with 3 presenters,

who graduated during April 2018 to
March 2019.
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Mark Christian C. Manio
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20195 4 ~2020% 3R
April, 2019 - March, 2020

Evirvv - AT7EN)— Bk Fx
Pichayanun Suwanmontri Masao Ilwagami

|| ERFEBTSVY - AEFFATSY Y+ ERAEE

Akahane Marathon

2019448138(+) April 13, 2019 20194£6A88B(1) June 8, 2019

FEFRTISVYYO20E0Y L — (550X 40) IC3F— LFEM SEFEFEERFER TV D207 0L — (5FOX4N) IT3F—LH
LELF3F—LEEBEEIc=ELE LR, SBMLELE.3F—LEERBRETI . ISV /ORRERTICTER
We had run successfully the Akabane Marathon 20 Kilometers Relay. 1% (B58) ZRIBLE LI EFA 5B CBML TN TR EHVELT,

We had run successfully the Akabane Marathon 20 Kilometers Relay 2nd time
in 2019. After Marathon we had organize Shunpu-Yose (Rakuge) at Shunpuso.
Many neighbors participated to cheer up us.
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u Shizuoka Trip

201946814B(1+)~158(B)

June 14-15, 2019

PHEDERTE. FRIEF. Ay kR R RN NE TSRS LE
Ll SRIEZ 7T 7 IC LE Lz

We had visited and observed Central Research Institute, Hamaoka Plant and

PET bottle beverage manufacturing plant of ltoen. This time we enjoyed
Rafting too.
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= A 1ISF Workshop Val. 15

201947868(1) July 6, 2019

AT LIBEWSBITH T ~ RO LR R Z D~

G LTS i o St J N

Lecture by Dr. MASESE Titus Nyamwaro on “Strike Potassium While It Is Hot!
~Now functional material for the next generation~"
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\r) Tohoku Water Distribution Volunteer Excursion Tolr

2019498218(+)~228(8)

September 21-22, 2019
EFRURFPEFNAFRRLHBETHARAREERTERZ V7147
EEEITVEL. BOREBORREEF U LELR.

Iwate Prefectural University, Ohio University and Honjo International
Scholarship Foundation jointly organized Water distribution volunteer

program to assist restoration from the Great East Japan Earthquake. We also
volunteered to clean the salmon hatchery pond.

Akabane Marathon & Shunpu-Yose

7 ‘:ll:lzaﬂavsvw%ﬁl%ﬁ

20195131 1598@:) November 9, 2019

SEEIERIRFAARSY D20+ 0L —5FOX4N) C3F—LH
BLEL. SEELIF-LHAERICRBRELELI FIEIRK, 50
HITVIORIIERLICCERSRE (BR) ZXBLEL ARG
e EADHZADBMLTLEEVELT.

We had run successfully the Akabane Marathon 20 Kilometers Relay 2nd

time in 2019. After Marathon we had organize Shunpu-Yose (Rakugo) at
Shunpuso inviting the neighbaors.
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2019¢1 ].ﬂ 178(8) November 17, 2019
TRBIMOIVIR /P ~REEEHRE~]

SEEM: IRAK BRSE

Lecture by Dr. Satomi Kobayashi on “Using nutritional epidemiology to
reveal the truth and lies in food related information” -

ﬁﬁi#ﬁm
'7{3_#:4- 78

)| RLERFRAREES |

2019%12R868(%) I

December 6, 2019
A+ BIFFEE Junko Kimura

BEERMEDAEEHEICLS

MEMRRESEmELELE.
BH EESE Kunivasu Soda BA BEELE Takeshi Hashimoto

Research grant awardees

presented their results on “Food
K8 REHRE Tomohiro Yano taH FEFKLE Hideki Yokoi

and Health” research.
in USA participated to confirm the
reunion,
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HISF Annual Activities

10k
The Ynar Eﬂd Party

2019512ﬂ268(*) December 26, 2019

SELAEEDEARLREEROF 7y r 2 AELESHEXER
KEDKETH EAICEBIAN—R A X | BEBLE LT,

“The Space Quiz" made the environment of the party more special
performed by Mr. Genki Ohira from SOKENDAI.

20204£28158(%) February 15, 2020

BEECRZREZHEL. BEHSDO0B/OGH IR ZRHE LT,

Alumni reunion was held in South Korea. The alumni from South Korea
gathered and reconfirm their union.

2020%£28198(k) February 19, 2020
TAUATEREBRZRELE L. 7AUARDICLB0B/0GHE
LT<hELE,

Alumni reunion was held in United States of America. The alumni residing
in USA participated to confirm the reunion.
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Greetings from the President .

President

Hachiro Honjo

4

Happy New Year! | hope all students and graduates of scholarship students in the 24-year history of our
the Honjo International Scholarship Foundation enjoyed foundation. | truly hope that these high school
welcoming in 2021. scholarship students will achieve their dreams in Japan

Unfortunately, last year was a terrible year due to the and overseas in the future.
COVID-19 pandemic. The virus arrived in Japan early in Because we were unable to hold any events at which
2020, and soon after it spread around the world in a people can actually gather together, we tried to hold as
blink of an eye. The events were unlike anything we have many online dissertation presentations and social
experienced before in recent human history. | have been gatherings as possible. Because the events were online,
deeply concerned to learn that, during this time, current it was also possible for people that are usually unable
scholarship students have been unable to enter their to attend, such as those living overseas or in Japan
school campus or laboratory and have been facing but far from Tokyo, to join the events. This could be
numerous difficulties in their studies and research another benefit of the “new normal.” | would also like
activities. However, everyone did their best to study at to express my sincere gratitude to everyone that
home and through remote learning, and all of the actively participated in the planning of the research
students that were scheduled to complete their education presentations, lectures, and other events. After the
in September successfully graduated. | have great respect pandemic comes to an end, | would like to expand new
for their strong spirit and determination to overcome exchange activities utilizing these ideas and knowledge
adversity and would like to congratulate all of the in the hope that exchanges involving over 800 members
successful graduates. of the Honjo family will grow even further.

In order to prevent COVID-19 from spreading, This year, the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games will be held.
unfortunately we had to forego the events that we had | hope that all people in Japan at that time can enjoy the
been actively holding before. However, even under these excitement of the Olympics, and | ask those that are

circumstances, a high school student scholarship program residing overseas to take advantage of this opportunity
that has been in its preparation phase was successfully to talk about Japan to the people around you.
launched, and we welcomed 20 young high school | wish you great health and success in 2021.
sophomore students in June 2020. They are the youngest January 2021
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Overview of the foundation

[Name] Honjo International Schalarship Foundation [Address] 1-14-9 Tomigaya Shibuya-ku Tokyo 151-0063 JAPAN
[Overseeing Authority] Cabinet Office, Government of Japan  [TEL] 03-3468-2214
[Date of Establishment] December 25, 1996 [FAX] 03-3468-2606
[President] Hachiro Honjo [E-mail]  info@hisf.or.jp
[

[Purpose] URL] https://www.hisf.or.jp

Honjo International Scholarship Foundation has been established to support outstanding students and researchers. To help
them learn advanced technologies and improve their good intensions will serve as a bridge connecting Japan with the rest
of the world in culture and mutual friendships.

HISF
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Guideline for Scholarship and Research Fellowship in 2021

Scholarship for foreign students studying
in Japanese graduate school (Fall scholarship)

[Application period] April 1st, 2021 ~ April 31st, 2021
[Number of Scholarships available] A few

[Applicants] This scholarship is open to foreign students who study or plan to study in
Japanese graduate school for doctoral or master’s degree.
l The scholarship period starts at September or October 2021.

Scholarship for Japanese International Students

[Application period] February 1st, 2021 ~ April 30th, 2021
[Number of Scholarships available] A few

[Applicants] This scholarship is open to Japanese graduate students who study or plan
to study in other countries than Japan for doctoral or master’s degree.
The scholarship period starts at September or October 2021.

Scholarship for High School students
and National College of Technology students

[Application period] February 1st, 2021 ~ March 31st, 2021
l [Number of Scholarships available] 10

[Applicants] We support Japanese High School students and Japanese National College
of Technology students with difficulty to have higher education at
university or advanced course.

The scholarship period starts at April 2021.

Scholarship for foreign students studying
in Japanese graduate school (Spring scholarship)

[Application period] September 1st, 2021 ~ October 31st, 2021
[Number of Scholarships available] 15~20
I [Applicants] This scholarship is open to foreign students who study or plan to study in

( Japanese graduate school for doctoral or master’s degree.
The scholarship period starts at April 2022.

Scholarship for Japanese Domestic Students

[Application period] September 1st, 2021 ~ October 31st, 2021
[Number of Scholarships available] A few

[Applicants] This scholarship is open to Japanese students who study or plan to study
in Japanese graduate school for doctoral or master’s degree.
The scholarship period starts at April 2022,

| Food and Health Research Fellowship

[Application period] September 1st, 2021 ~ October 15th, 2021
[Number of Scholarships available] Total of ten million JPY will be divided by approximately five researchers.

[Applicants] We support research to clarify the efficiency of food or ingredients of
food in order to maintain good health by means of experimentation on
human subjects or by various other substitution methods.

The research grant is provided from April 2022.

#We will announce the fixed schedule and details on our web site. The application is through web internet system.
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hunpu So

0ji Shunpu so

At Shunpu-sg, located in Qji, K!ta ku, Tokyo parties after the Ekiden race and Shunpu -Yose were often held, until last
year. However, almost no events were held with people from outside the dormitory in 2020, in order to prevent the
spread of COVID-19 infections. When the state of emergency was declared in April, particular attention was paid to
communal living in the dormitory, and new rules were created to prevent infection.

Shunpu-so.in Tokyo is proud of its magnificent Japanese garden. Beautiful flowers bloom every season throughout the
year. The residents and the caretaker, Mrs. Ambika Shrestha, have taken wonderful pictures of the garden each season.
At Shunpu-so, please feel free to enjoy the photos of the garden’s scenery as shot by Mrs. Shrestha, as it is nice to feei
the garden’s embodiment of the four seasons.

In April 2020, the Kyoto Shunpu-so student dormitory was completed in
Kyota. The first floor has two rooms for men, the second floor has three rooms
for women, and there is a guest room on the first floor. It is located near
Horikawa Street, slightly west of central Kyoto. It is very convenient for going
to the Imadegawa Campus of Doshisha University, and if you cross the Kyoto
Imperial Palace, it takes anly 20 minutes to get to the Yoshida Campus of
Kyoto University by bicycle. The guest room is available for those on business
to Kyoto, so please contact the secretariat if you would like to stay there,
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Dr. José Kaname Ishitsuka, who was a scholarship student
in 1998, died on November 16, 2020 from ‘complications
following a head injury suffered'in Peru. He was 60 lyears
old. After obtaining a doctorate in astronomy from the
University of Tokyo, he worked as the director of Huancayo
Observatory and also taught young astronomers in Peru.
Early after the founding of the Honjo International
Scholarship Foundation, he helped us with creating the
website and logos. When the University of Tokyo replaced its
computers at Komaba Campus, we helped him with picking
up all the old computers and sending them to Peru. It is no
exaggeration to say that he devoted his heart and soul to his
haome countries of Japan and Peru. According to the

On February 22, 20200, Dr, Lee
Hodong, a scholarship student in 1997,
died of cancer, He was only 55 years old.
At the 20th anniversary party held in the
summer of 2017 in Tokyo, he gave a
great speech as a representative of all
former scholarship students. Dr. Lee
always played a key role in the Korean
reunions, butiwe were not able 'to
contact him abeut the reunion held on
February 15, 2020, and this made
everyone worry. News of his death came
suddenly only a week after the reunion.

Dr. Lee Hodon He had a great sense of humor, never Dr. José Kaname Ishitsuka | [nstituto Geofisico del Peru website, Dr. José Kaname
at the 20th anniversary party || | 27899¢d. and was always very kind. May athe 201 SRRIversEry | Ishitsuka made an enormous contribution to the
in August 19, 2017 he rest in peace. symposium in August 20, 2017 § development of physics and astronomy in Peru. May he rest

in peace,
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Education in Burkina Faso

Burkina Faso is a country located in the middle of West
Africa, making it a landlocked country. It is known as a
developing country, and it has been putting much efforts into
the development of its education, since the latter is an
important factor of economic and social development. The
constitution of Burkina Faso in its article 18 recognizes
education as a right for everyone without any types of
discrimination and expresses the need to promote it.
Subsequently, education is a national priority and anyone living
in the country has a right to education without any type of
discrimination.

The educational system in Burkina Faso is composed of a
formal education (basic education, secondary education,
higher education, and technical vocational education and
training) and a non-formal education (non-formal education of
youth and adults over fifteen years old, non-formal education
of teenagers from nine to fifteen years old, and non-formal
childhood education). There is also one type of recognized
informal education (education acquired through channels like
the family, traditional or religious communities, daily
experience, social groups etc.) and specialized education
(education of individuals with special needs etc.).

From a teacher and school principal

in Burkina Faso to a student in Japan

Originally a teacher and school principal in a junior high
school in Burkina Faso, | came to Japan to learn about
Japanese educational system and hopefully find some aspects
that can be used for educational development in Burkina Faso.

- ——— eI e s s S e
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Reaching out to the world
with education
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SANFO Mohamadou Bassirou Jean-Baptiste, Ph.D.
(2018~2020 HISF scholarship awardee / Burkina Faso)

2017-2020 Graduate school of International Cooperate Studies in Kobe University
2018~2020 Honjo International Scholarship awardee

For this purpose, lwasa | Ef""ﬁ%"“-"'l\u :

research student in Kyoto L)
University of Education
(KUE). My experience as a
student from KUE was
enriching, from an
academic perspective and
a social one. From the
former, | was able to
conduct a comparative
study on secondary schoal
management in Japan and
Burkina Faso. From this
research, | found that even though the two countries are
economically very different, there are many education
dimensions they share in terms of school management. For

With my students in Burkina Faso

example, for junior high and high schools, there is no
professional training schoal where school managers are trained
before they start their management job. School managers from
both countries have to rely much on their previous experience
as teachers or assistant managers from the early moments they
become school managers. However, my research found that
due to the seniority system that strongly prevails in Japan, most
school managers are in their fifties, while in Burkina Faso it is
not surprising to see a school manager in his/her thirties (I
became a principal at the age of 27). From the social
perspective, | was able to acquire Japanese language relatively
fast and also build a network, allowing me to adapt to the
realities of living in Japan. This experience gave me the
motivation to continue studying after KUE, leading me to a Ph.D.




in education development at Kobe University (KU) after also
completing a master’s degree program at Doshisha University.

At KU, my research focused on the education of students
from gold mining areas in Burkina Faso. Burkina Faso is
currently among the biggest producers of gold in the world.
The mining sector also includes a small-scale/artisanal
exploitation type, which directly involves local populations and
sometimes children. This type of gold mining activities has a
visible negative impact on the environment, but also an unseen
negative impact on the education of children living around
mines. For example, school dropouts tend to be higher in gold
mining areas, to some extent due to the relatively easy access
to paid labor that attracts children. My research interest was to
identify the factors which are important for children to attend
school and also for them to improve their test scores. | found
that while families seem to be more important for children to
attend school, schools and teachers are more important for
them to improve their test scores. This can be explained by the
fact that families can monitor the school attendance of
children, but since many parents are illiterate, they may want
to support children’s studies at home but they do not know
how to do so.

During my doctoral studies, | had the privilege to be a
scholarship recipient of Honjo International Scholarship
Foundation (HISF). In addition to the very helpful financial
support, this was an opportunity for me to meet incredible
people from different countries and different backgrounds.
Attending community service and networking events, | have
realized how globalized the world is, with students (like me)
coming from all over the world to study in an environment
likely different from their respective countries. These encounters

have contributed to change me into a more culturally aware
person, and | am grateful to HISF for offering me this
opportunity.

More to learn but its already time
to give back to society

| was able to graduate in September 2020, and even though
| believe I still have much to learn, | believe | need to give back
from the knowledge and experience | have gained so far.
| believe that one of the best and impactful ways to do this is
through education. Just like Nelson Mandela put it in a very
nice way, “education is the most powerful weapon which you
can use to change the world”. From my background as a
teacher, | have experience educating people, and | plan to
continue on this path. | am now looking for a teaching job in a
university to join academia. As a professor, | can pursue my
passion of educating people and can also keep up conducting
research, something | also enjoy as a scholar.

For students who are studying or want to study social
sciences in general and education specifically, | encourage
them to do so. All fields of research to some extent have to
incorporate a social dimension of what they do, meaning that
social scientists have a say in most aspects of society and
science. When you study education, you are at the crossroad of
all sciences, because there is no individual that is living in a
society without having gone through some education, be it
formal or informal. The path to knowledge is a long one and
never ends. You will leave footprints that give direction onto

new paths that your juniors will follow, and together we all
contribute to make the world a better place.
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l* Are Ginza hostesses
— good listeners? |
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Nanase Shirota, Ph.D.
(2016~2020 HISF scholarship awardee / Japan)

1 Master's degree (Sociology) at Keio University and at the University of Glasgow
¥ PhD (Japanese Studies) at the University of Cambridge, 2020
/ Research focus: Anthropological approaches to “listening and hearing”

Observations of a luxurious night club involved in another’s act of speaking. Hostesses of this kind of
in Ginza, Tokyo listener always smile, laugh out loud to what the customer

At about 8 p.m. in Ginza, Tokyo, women with beautiful  says, find topics to talk about, ask questions about topics of
hairstyles fresh from the salon and a thick coat walk at a brisk ~ interest to customers, listen earnestly to stories of hardship or
pace to their luxurious night clubs for work. In Japan, these  conquest and praises such, make customers laugh via witty
women are known as “hostesses,” a job that mainly involves  replies no matter how boring the topic might be, tease and
serving alcohol and providing pleasurable conversation to  allow to be teased, and show that they enjoy the conversation
predominantly male customers. As their main task is offering  at hand. They might relay private matters or articulate their
conversation, they are often praised as being “communication ~ opinions to a small degree, but they never talk for long
professionals” or simply “good listeners.” Well, what exactly ~ stretches, lecture customers, or dominate the conversational
makes them good listeners? How do they behave in arena. (Sometimes, because customers are at the centre of
conversation? And what does that behaviour mean? To  conversation they feel like they are the source of laughter, even
investigate these questions, | worked as a hostess at Club  if it was the hostess that actually triggered the laughter.)
Mizuno (pseudonym) in Ginza, conducting observation and  Hostesses do not become too self-assertive but do not hold

interviewing hostesses and their customers. back too much as well. They can read between the lines, i.e.,

the feelings and desires of the customer and can know their
Conversations with male customers place in the hierarchy between hostess and customer, can
and female hostesses freely change language use from honorific, a certain dialect,

In this context, a good listener is never a passive figure. A and casual language to something more feminine, and can
good listener is one that plays the role of listening and thatis  enliven interactions with exaggerated reactions and teamwaork.

Streets of Ginza in the daytime, full of night club / Streets of Ginza at night, full of night clubs Before the doors open at Club Mizuno (pseudonym) at 8:30 p.m.

v &
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If a hostess is with a customer named “Hidemaro,” for
example, the name of which sounds like a Heian-period name
(794 AD-1185 AD), she might say to him, “So, can you play
kemari?" (Kemari is a type of soccer played by courtiers in the
Heian period), as a way to spark up the situation. If a hostess
hears her customer say, “Today, there are only a few customers
in the club, so it is kind of difficult for me to just leave,” she
might respond by saying, “But today, you reserved all of Club
Mizuno, didn‘t you?" If a customer teases a hostess by saying,
"You were wet that night, right?", she challenges him, saying,
"You had a hard-on too!" Customers often therefore remark,
“Experienced hostesses give witty replies, so it is fun” or “| visit
hostess clubs so that | can have entertaining conversations.”
An experienced male concierge, also explains that "Giving
praise is not enough. Anyone can do that. Professional
hostesses titillate/entertain customers with conversation.” Such
conversations enhance intimacy and trust between hostesses
and customers by evoking feelings such as having the same
wavelength, feeling understood, being entertained, or feeling
appreciated via the entertaining.

The laborious “listening”

work of female hostesses

While hostesses in Japan are famous as communication
professionals, it is also true that their work is often described
as somewhat or almost pretending to have a romantic
relationship or could be considered as a “sensuous love trade”
or a commodified romantic relationship. Further, it is said that
they sell their femininity or themselves through their sexuality
(Allison 1996; Gagne 2016; Kawabata 1998, 2001). However,
this is often the way of young, unexperienced hostesses
toward attracting customers (Matsuda 2008), is only the initial
source of attraction for customers, or is at least is a superficial
and playful interaction with regular customers. What, then, do
customers seek from hostesses other than sex appeal and the
feeling of a romantic relationship. Also, what do hostesses sell?

A farewell cheers, sipping Dom Pérignon on my last day of work |
&

One theory for this is that it enhances male bonding, which is
deeply related to Japanese corporate culture and which
actually gives Japanese culture its longevity (Allison 1996). To
improve male-bonding with potential business partners or their
employees, male customers require the femininity of the
hostesses, who objectify the customers as men, and the
hostesses' skilful communication, which creates smooth
conversations, makes customers relaxed and allows hostesses
themselves to become a subject of the talk. The other theory
is that especially regular and individual customers
(unintentionally) enjoy these intimate and trusting
relationships (Gagne 2016; Hojo 2014; Matsuda 2008).
This understanding is also valid in terms of a “commodification
of intimacy” regarding an analysis of male customers at both
prostitution and strip clubs (Bernstein 2010; Frank 1998; Koch
2020; Huff 2011). On the surface, regular customers at luxury
hostess clubs in Ginza can probably easily exemplify their
wealth and heterosexuality, which rebuild their masculinity.
However, at the core, they might be gratified by friendships
with hostesses based on mutual understanding and trust or by
intimate and authentic relationships that allow both sides to
rely on each other in some way. Similarly, in my observation, |
found that hostesses strive to create intimate and trusting
relationships with customers, and, to do so, they tended to
behave as “good listeners.”

Sometimes | have been told by male customers that the job
of a hostess is simply to listen, which is easy. However, is that
so? Their labour is care work, emotional labour (Hochschild
2012), intimate labour (Boris and Parrenas 2010), healing
labour (Kach 2020), and entertaining labour (Parrenas 2010;
Takeyama 2016). Such labour is a type of work that women
have tended to perform in society unknowingly and elsewhere,
and this is difficult to see and to evaluate. Moreover, the

essential skill for such types of labour involves listening.
Listening thus can be a type of labour service inadvertently
carried out by many women in society, Japan or otherwise.
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~ Building bridges in Thailand

——' . the reflections of a farang.
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An introduction ~How | got there
Unfortunately, when | received an award from the Honjo
International Scholarship Foundation (HISF), Japan was in the
midst of the great North East Earth Quake and Tsunami. With
the utmost respect for HISF, | felt it best if the funds that were
graciously awarded to me were used in the relief effort.
Further, the gravity of this event and the death of both my
parents during my dissertation lead to a less-than-ideal
research outcome. Though over time, my focus has shifted to
helping Japanese and non-Japanese alike to navigate the
demarcations that are barriers between them, | remain
ever-more committed to the ideals of the HISF. Namely, to build
bridges and connect different types of people. In fact, | not
only have been volunteering with https://x-culture.org/ for

many years but also began employment at MFU in January of
2019. Though the job in Thailand allows for an satisfactory

e ———

Justin Kraemer, Ph.D.
(JAA-Honjo Scholarship awardee in 2010 / Canada)

PhD from Rutgers University, the State University of New Jersey, USA.
From January in 2019, a lecturer at School of Management, Business Administration
in Mae Fah Luang University (MFU), Chiang Rai Province, Thailand

# Farang is a generic Thai language for white people.

standard of living, it more importantly enables me to spend
more time on my research and to help those of my students
who are excited about connecting with non-Thais. In this new
role, I look forward to providing the quality of research and
instruction that is worthy of HISF as well as the contributions it
makes to harmonious relations between members of different
nations.

Everyday adventure in Thailand

As for being in Thailand... it is a constant adventure. Each
day is filled with surprise; some good, some bad. For example,
all year long, the weather is warmer than even the summer
months of my home country of Canada. However, the
ants/insects that thrive in this ever-present warmth are
plentiful. Further, since | am often the only instructor taking

the on-campus mini-bus, my students have plenty of




opportunity to demonstrate the traditional custom of the
"wai" (bow) to me. Though it is common to see street vendors
selling snacks and meals of unimaginable varieties, | would
likely get ill if | was excessively adventuresome. On a more
serious note, navigating the English-Thai language barrier is
challenging. However, | find no shortage of caring and
hard-working people. The Thai people come in all shapes,
sizes, colors and orientations. In fact, their willingness to
interact with others in a genuinely non-judgmental manner is a
characteristic of their society that | would strongly suggest be
adopted by the people of many other nations.

Western perspective

Though | obviously observe them from a "Western"
perspective, | also find that the system(s) in which these very
talented people work prevent them from reaching their full
potential. Also, common to other cultures/nations, the odd
selfish person (domestic or foreign) can be the bad "apple”
that spoils the "barrel”. Finally, though not my expertise, |
believe that greater knowledge exchange between Japan and
Thailand has the potential to play a great influence in reducing
the hazardous air pollution from cyclical burning of agricultural
fields (e.qg. rice), a problem that Japan seems to have
expertly-solved.
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The students will be introduced as
below geographically from north to
south based on the locations of
their respective high schools.

The Scholarship for Japanese High School Namie of scheol | Name
Students program started in the spring of (Everyone is in the second grade.)
Club and other school activities

2020. The main feature of this program is Comments

that student awardees that advance to a YW, T g hedawingsof portrat
- 0 not representthe persons.

national, prefectural, or other public
university or college can continue to receive
a monthly stipend of 50,000 yen as a
scholarship fund until graduation. A select
group of persevering high school scholarship
students from all over Japan have been
working hard in their studies, club activities,
and other extracurricular activities with the
aim of advancing to university. Let’s
welcome them into Honjo family!

Hokkaido Suttsu High School Fuka Goto
| am a member of the badminton team at my high school.

My future dream is to become a high school teacher of the English language. Since childhood,
| have long dreamed of being a school teacher. This has never changed, but now my hope is to
teach the English language to many people and to provide guidance to students that feel anxious
about the future and to lead them in a helpful way. After graduating from high school, | will go to
university to study English and education science. As a result, | hope to become a teacher that is
loved by many people.

Em———— — - _— e ——

Aklta Prefectural Akita High School Urara Sasaki

Since | started at Akita High School, | have been a member of the school’s music club, focusmg on
easy-listening music. | enjoy playing music with our band of four members, who are also students
at the same high school. We compose music and practice playing it with the goal toward
participating in the band wars for high school students in Akita Prefecture. Also, since summer this
year, | have belonged to the JRC club so as to participate in volunteer events/activities so as to
promote an understanding of international affairs.
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My hobby is playing guitar, painting, and baking sweets. | am not good at these yet, but | want to
improve my skills. My favorite subject is English. To improve my English skill, | participate in English
speech contests or debate contests. My hope in the future is to engage in working internationally,
so | want to improve my English skill toward gaining a level well-suited for business use. In
4 thanking the foundation for selecting me as one of its first-round scholarship students, | will
-“E“m’ continue to make efforts toward studying and other activities as well.
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Miyagi Prefectural £ 5
| Furukawa Reimei High School Mikoto Sasaki
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q | belong to the brass band club, and | play trumpet. We are practicing with my band members for
the purpose of participating in an ensemble contest.

My future dream is to become a high school mathematics teacher. | want to not only teach math in
a way that's easy to understand, | want to show people the attractiveness and value of learning
math. To become such a teacher, | will continue my effort of study toward the goal of passing my
¢ 0 first-choice university.

Gunma Prefectural 5
Numata Girl's High School Rere Shiono
| do not belong to any sports team at my school, but when asked | join the soccer or tennis team
and take part in games as a temporary player. With the time that | save by not joining teams
full-time, | make effort so that | can excel in speech competitions, etc.

My hometown, Minakami Town in Gunma Prefecture, is full of seasonal nature and pure air, and
there we can encounter many wild animals. Because | grew up around nature, nature spots are my
favorite places to hang out at. Also, my favorite subject is English. My goal is to become an
international civil servant working to save children in poor environments. My skills and abilities are
not high enough yet to achieve my goal, but | will continue to strive at this daily.

Saitama Prefectural Iruma Koyo High School Y. L.

| am @ member of the central committee in my class. The central committee's duties are to support the
executive committee when school events are held and to hold discussion about how the school can be
improved, in cooperation with the school committee. | also belong to the women's soccer club. This year,
we gave it our all in the championship tournament, aiming for participating in the Kanto-area
championships. Our many trials & tribulations have provided us with opportunities to discuss how to
advance. As a result of that, our teamwork abilities increased. In the end, however, we did not get our

books. | have fun when | find something useful in a book. | think reading is necessary and can help with
bringing satisfaction to our lives. Although | have not yet decided what | really want to do in the future, my
hope is to be independent so as to give back to the people that have supported me.

Saitama Prefectural g
Urawa Girls’ Upper Secondary School Tomomi Sagara

| belong to the SSH club.

My hobby is listening to music. | also like playing musical instruments. When | was a junior high
school student, | played the trombone in the brass band club. As | already mentioned, at my high
school, | belong to the SSH club. In the club, my current research involves “Finding effective natural
products to promote callus induction of Kalanchoe daigremontiana.”

Kanagawa Prefectural N
Sumiyoshi Senior High School Ren Morikawa
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I am a member of the baseball team at my school, and | am in charge of general affairs in my class.

I like body training and hanging out with my friends. My favorite subject is social science. My future
dream is to become a teacher, using my good knowledge of sociology and my ability in
communication.




Yamanashi Prefectural C
Kofu Showa High School Asuka Hanawa

| belong to the dance club at my high school. | am practicing dancing everyday with my club mates,

aiming for our best performance. We perform our dance at school festivals or at events in our local I-
community.

=
My hobby is listening to music and watching movies. | like to become fully absorbed into my [":
favorite things. My dream is to become a nursery school teacher, who is loved by many people. =4
| am studying hard to make this dream come true. My local area is full of nature, and one of its 3\\
special agricultural products is a type of sweet potato known as yahata-imo.

Hyogo Prefectural 3 )
Kobe Commercial High School Yuki Tsuzaki

| am a member of the school’s table tennis team.

My high school is Kobe Commercial High School. Some of the subjects that we learn about are not
taught at normal high schools. We are packed everyday with license examinations held almost every
month and preparation and study for such. This studying is sometimes very difficult but is also very
rewarding; therefore, we attack our studying so as to get our goal. Since my goal is to go on to
university in Osaka after graduating from high school, | will continue my efforts to obtain every
license that | can during my second year.

Fan
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Nara Women's University

Secondary School Niko Ozawa

| belong to the SSH (Super Science High school) Chemistry Team. My research there involves
“collecting and removing heavy metal ion in water by using coffee.” The polyphenol and fiber
included in coffee has the ability to absorb heavy metal ions! Also, | prefer the humanities or social
sciences, and | was not good at chemistry, but | found myself enjoying this research, and now my

-
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dream is to beccme a r_esearcher_. _ :

My hobby is embroidery and watching sports such as sumo or soccer. | like to both watch and play -

sports. In supporting my favorite soccer team, | wanted to actually play it too! In the end, | was able
to organize a women’s soccer team all by myself!

.

1 Takamatsu Daiichi High School Satori Tatara

| have been doing kendo since | was a junior high school student. | first witnessed kendo when guided
tours at junior high school were held for selecting extra-curricular activities. | was attracted with the

- intensive offense and defense moves and the sharp individual skills necessary, and | decided to join
the kendo team. Since my dream is to work for the police, the techniques developed through Kendo
would no doubt be helpful for me in the future. Day in and day out, studying is tough, but | will
continue to make effort in both study and sport.

- My hobby is reading. Reading is a great way to gain knowledge and know-how, and it constantly
expands my world. One of the most-memorable words of advice that | have come across in a book
was this: “What you choose is never wrong. If you consider it wrong, then you had better change it

v ' into right.” Since reading this, | have come to consider things in a positive light. From now on, | want
to challenge myself to just keep reading, so as to broaden my view of the world.

Kochi Prefectural g s
Hata Agricultural High School Raimu Okai

| am a student at an agricultural high school located in the western area of Kochi Prefecture. We study
not only general subjects such as the Japanese language or mathematics but also subjects regarding
agriculture such as agricultural products or animal science. In practical training, we cultivate
agricultural products such as rice or potato, we breed and manage animals such as cows, pigs, and
chickens, and we take part in meat processing. | don't belong to a club, so instead | am focusing on
themed research and on studying for higher education at university.

When | was a junior high school student, | belonged to the music club. | like listening to music. | like
the band “THE ORAL CIGARETTES,” and | often listen to their music. My favorite subjects are
mathematics and natural science. My current goal is to join a department of agriculture at a university
and engage in agricultural research using the experience that | gained in agricultural high school.’ =

31 |H!SF ”%-.




Oita Prefectural 3
Oita Nishi High School Koshi Abe

I am a member of the badminton team at my school. | am also the vice president of my class.

My high school is a general high school, and | aim to go on to higher education. Therefore, at this
high school, we can take subjects that are more matched with our abilities and that can lead us to
our goals. My goal is to become a computer programmetr, so | am taking a sciences course so as to
focus on that subject.

Kumamoto Prefectural :
Kumamoto High School RyOtO Horita

| belong to the shogi club.

My favorite subject is physics. My interests are space physics, nuclear physics, brain science,
genetics, evolutionary biology, history, and philosophy—I am interested in many fields. My hope is
to spend time in fulfilling and meaningful ways and to be engaged in what interests me, while also
conducting research at a university.

Kumamoto Prefectural i | e
Kumamoto High School AIri Hatanaka
| belong to the Physics club and Chemistry club at my school.

Currently, my research involves chemical batteries and Daniel batteries. My hope is to develop a
battery that can provide power at any time, be easily manufactured, and last a long time.

Okinawa Prefectural k

Kyuyo Senior High School Hina Tokumoto
| belong to the Super Science Biology Club. (we research the Ogasawara cockroach!)
Hello, everyone! My future plan is to become a general practitioner that works to advance medical
systems in remote areas and to help create a society where people live safe & sound. Now, | am

focusing on the activities that even a high school student can undertake so as to contribute to
society. | am looking forward to talking with you all!

e — e —— = — o

Okinawa Prefectural =
Naha Kokusai Senior High School Nanami Nakasone
| belong to the dance club.

| am the captain of our dance club, which is called “Stajaker.” Our club is so popular at my school
that our members number up to 60! Our members are students in their first and second year of high
school. When | started to be captain, | really doubted whether | could play such an important role
and felt tons of anxiety. This year, we were not able to practice that much because of COVID-19;
however, we used our team synergy to overcome the difficulties, and we actually finally won third
prize at the Gakuaru FESTA dance contest. This was our first award, and it really helped build our
confidence. We have been practicing every day in preparation for a dance contest known as

“DANCE STADIUM,” which is held in January 2021. We will try our best to be original in our dance
moves, so as to obtain a great result. o
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This was around the time when COVID-19 started to spread in
Korea slightly before it did in Japan, and people in Japan began to
refrain from traveling overseas, but at that time we still thought
that, due in part to the fact that Japan is an island nation, it would
be possible to prevent the virus from entering at ports and airports.
Given this, | decided to take advantage of the warm welcome from
everyone in Korea and got on an airplane for Seoul. As soon as Dr.
Ha Donghyun met me at Gimpo International Airport, he handed me
a mask. | never imagined there would soon be a shortage of masks
in Japan as well. We got together with Mrs. Lee Hwajeong, who had
flown to Korea from Japan earlier that day and who was waiting for
me, and we checked into the hotel. Then, we walked around the
fish market in Seoul and along the Han River. It snowed a little, and
a cold breeze was blowing along the river, but | saw a lot of magpies
in a park there and hoped something good would happen to me.
There are lots of magpies around town in Korea, similar to the crows
in Japan, but they are smaller, have better colors, and are pretty. In
Korea, magpies are said to bring luck. Of course, | had the chance to
see a lot of my dear Honjo family later that day.

At the reunion, thanks to the creative preparation and planning by
Mrs. Lee Hwajeong and Dr. Jung Uijin, we had a fun and enjoyable
time. | hadn’t seen Dr. Yeom Jungyeol and Dr. Lee Bumkyu for a long
time, and they said “We forgot how to speak Japanese because we
don't speak it anymore” in fluent Japanese.

The climax of the reunion was unexpected. Dr. Hong Byungchul,
who was a first-generation student, had a letter from his wife
addressed to the director, Mr. Ryusuke Honjo. He was going to
simply hand it to the director, but was instead given the opportunity
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to read it in front of everyone. The letter said that, while studying in
Japan, Dr. Hong Byungchul had an interview with President
Masanori Honjo for the scholarship program at the chairman’s office
at Ito En Building. After the interview, President Masanori Honjo
called Dr. Hong Byungchul’s home and talked to his wife. The
president told her that Dr. Hong has worked hard to study abroad in
Japan and that both he and his family are facing many challenges
during this time, so it is important for her to support him. His wife
wanted to thank President Masanori directly but didn’t have a
chance, so she wrote a letter for Dr. Hong Byungchul to hand to
director Ryusuke Honjo. No one, not even the secretariat, had ever
heard the story before. As Dr. Hong Byungchul read the letter,
recalling the hardship he faced while studying in Japan, his eyes
filled with tears and his voice trembled. Over the past 20 years, the
daily life of international students and Japan-Korea relations have
drastically changed. However, it cannot be said that everything has
improved; Japan-Korea relations have had their ups & downs. Some
students have an easy time abroad, while others have to work their
way through school similar to life decades ago. It is not easy to
provide mental support, but | felt like the late Masanori Honjo was
telling us now, almost 20 years after his death, through a former
international student from South Korea, to support the students
with a big heart. | realized that | exist in an enormous universe
beyond human capabilities, and it felt something like reincarnation.
However, this was not the first time that | felt this way. Whenever |
hear stories of time abroad from Korean students, | feel like | am
hearing the voice of late President Masanori Honjo from deep within
a mysterious universe.
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Reunion in NY

| flew straight from Seoul to New York to hold an exchange
meeting with current and past students in the United States and
Canada. As COVID-19 had already begun to spread around the
world, | was nervous during the long flight. | did not feel
comfortable wearing a mask at that time, so | almost never wore it
although there was a chance of getting the virus. Now | can't
believe what | was doing. There were a few news reports about
Asian people getting attacked in New York following word that an
unknown virus had spread from Asia. However, almost no one
wore a mask, and they did not seem approving of people that wore
a mask.

Thanks to the efforts made by Mr. Takumi Nishihara, who took
vacation to join us from Japan, and Dr. Hiroyuki Igarashi, who lives
in Canada, as well as the smooth handling by Mr. Trace Otsuka of
ITOEN (North America), the reunion was successfully held at Japan
Society. | was glad to have been able to finally meet in person with
the people from the JAA, JMSA, and CSSW, whom | only knew
through email, as well as the scholarship students. Mr. Gary
Moriwaki of the JAA, Dr. Shunichi Homma of the JMSA, and
Professor Jeanette Takamura of the CSSW gave passionate
speeches. Thanks to the efforts of ITOEN (North America) President
Mr. Yosuke J. Oceanbright, we were able to have a cozy,
at-home-like, Japanese-style gathering in the big city, and hopefully
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it was a good opportunity for people that have been away from
Japan for a long time to think fondly on Japan. Also, we were able
to realize that there are many excellent researchers and doctors in a
variety of fields within the Honjo family, and | hope to continue
having an even-closer relationship and more exchange.

On the next day, Professor Jeannette Takamura of the CSSW
made special arrangements for me to visit the Metropolitan
Museum of Art. On the following day, | participated in the Central
Park Half Marathon along with Dr. Kensuke Suzuki, who is
currently studying at Columbia University. | would like to express
my sincere gratitude for the warm welcome | received from
everyone.

Just about a week after | returned from New York, COVID-19 hit
the city, international flights started to be cancelled, and the virus
situation quickly became an issue no longer confined to just
Wuhan, China. And many of the doctors that | met at Japan
Society became very busy taking care of patients infected with
COVID-19, and we often saw Dr. Yuichi Shimada of Columbia
University and Dr. Robert Yanagisawa of Mount Sinai Hospital on
TV and in internet news in Japan reporting on the status of
infections and on the medical systems in New York. Healthcare
workers are still risking their lives to save others almost one year
later, and | am very grateful for their dedication.
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